WICKHAM MARKET PARISH COUNCIL

       MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 17TH

MARCH 2014 AT 7:30PM IN WICKHAM MARKET VILLAGE HALL,

COMMITTEE ROOM
Present:
Cllr Robin Cooke (Chairman)



Cllr Alan Biddle


Cllr Dick Jenkinson



Cllr Nigel Meadows


Cllr Val Pizzey 



Cllr Patrick Roper


Cllr Michael Roseveare
   




Cllr Bryan Wright

 In attendance: Joanne Jones – Parish Clerk.  County Cllr Michael Bond, District Cllr Bryan Hall,

 PC Debbie Howgego and PCSO Sallyanna Chatten-Berry.  There were 2 members of the public

 present.

        Welcome by the Chairman        

       
       Open Public Session
      There were no questions asked. 
1. Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Ridd, Hawes, Salmon, Jones & Nobbs 

2. To receive Councillors Declarations of Interest
There were none. 

      2.1. To Consider any Dispensations
There were none.

3. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th January 
2014
The draft minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 20th January 2014 had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and subject to a minor amendment were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Jenkinson, Seconded by Cllr Roper and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  All in Favour.
4.   To receive a report from County Councillor Michael Bond
County Cllr Bond’s report had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting (Full copy of the report attached to the minutes).

County Cllr Bond reported on his concerns regarding the levels of pay in the higher posts within local government.  He confirmed in 2013/14 he had given donations of £1,000.00 to Wickham Market Town Team and £2,500.00 to Wickham Market Village Hall Management Committee towards their feasibility study and asbestos survey.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Bond for his report and on behalf of the Parish Council also thanked County Cllr Bond for the  generous donations given.
      To receive a report from Suffolk Coastal District Councillor Bryan Hall
District Cllr Hall's report had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  (Full copy of the report attached to the minutes and available on the Parish Council’s website).

District Cllr Hall reported there would be a 0% increase in SCDC's Council Tax for 2014/15 and gave details regarding the Community Enabling Grants including details of applications received, to date.  Finally, he stated he felt some roads within the Parish could benefit from being adopted under the Quiet Lanes Scheme. The Chairman thanked Cllr Hall for his report.
5.   Matters arising from the previous minutes which do not appear elsewhere on the agenda         

      Cllr Wright reported he had spoken to David Chenery, SCC regarding the current speed

      restrictions within Border Cott Lane and confirmed he had advised he would be willing to

      consider the proposal for the 30mph sign to be moved and for a site visit to be arranged.  Cllr

      Jenkinson gave details regarding the Traffic & Parking Group and reported the Town Team were

      due to meet with County Cllr Bond on 24th March 2014 whereby he confirmed this matter could

      also be covered.
      Cllr Jenkinson reported on the installation of the Better Broadband Scheme and supply of

      electricity to Market Hill and confirmed the cable had been installed in a slightly different

      location to the original drawings to which he provided details.   He advised if any damage was

      caused to the tree close by the Parish Council could put in a claim and he hoped that due to this

      mistake the cost of installing the duct could possibly be waived. 

      Cllr Meadows raised concerns regarding the cost of the cemetery grass cutting contract.  There

      was a brief discussion and the Clerk confirmed this was due to be renewed in 2015.

6.   Finance and Legal Matters
      6.1. Bi- monthly accounts – January/February 2014
      These had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by 

      Cllr Biddle, Seconded by Cllr Pizzey.  All in Favour.  

      6.2. To carry out the annual review of the Parish Councils Risk Assessment

      The Clerk had prepared an updated version of this document and this had been circulated to all

      Councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Biddle congratulated the Clerk on her review.  The annual

      review was carried out and subject to the Village Hall being added this was Proposed for

      Approval by Cllr Roseveare, Seconded by Cllr Jenkinson.  All in Favour.  There was a brief

      discussion regarding the play area inspections and it was suggested the Clerk should write to the

      VHMC in order to request a copy of the last inspection report and find out when next one is due.

      6.3. To carry out the annual review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit

      The annual review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Biddle, Seconded by

      Cllr Pizzey.  All in Favour.
      6.4. To carry out the annual review of the Internal Financial Control System

      The annual review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Roseveare, Seconded by

      Cllr Biddle.  All in Favour.
      6.5. To carry out the annual review of the Asset Register

      The annual review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Pizzey, Seconded by

      Cllr Jenkinson.  All in Favour.
      6.6. To carry out the annual review of the Council's Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

      The annual review was carried out and subject to amendments Approval was proposed by Cllr

      Roseveare, Seconded by Cllr Meadows.  All in Favour.
      6.7. To consider the grass cutting contract/quotation for Wickham Market Primary School extra

      cuts - There was a brief discussion and the Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of

      the public to comment.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting and Approval for Eastern

      Facilities Management Solutions to carry out these extra cuts for 2014/15 was Proposed by Cllr

      Roseveare, Seconded by Cllr Pizzey.  All in Favour.
7.   Police Matters – Report given by PC Debbie Howgego
     This item was moved up the agenda and the report was given prior to item 4.  The Chairman
      closed the meeting and welcomed PC Debbie Howgego to the meeting.  A report

      was given by PC Debbie Howgego (Full copy of report attached to the minutes) 

      PC Howgego confirmed there had been 7 crimes since the last meeting.  She reported to date,

      she had received interest from 5 youths regarding the proposed Youth Council.  The Chairman

      thanked PC Howgego for her report and reconvened the meeting.
      7.1. To consider proposals for a teen shelter to be sited at the skate park

      The Clerk gave details regarding comments submitted in respect of this matter by Cllr Hawes.

      Cllr Wright provided further details and costings for the proposed shelter.  It was agreed this

      matter would be deferred until a Youth Council had been formed.  Cllr Biddle suggested once

      there were formal proposals the Working Group should then bring these back to the Parish

      Council with a detailed report in order for this matter to be considered further.

8.   Parish Plan and Town Team – To receive an update on recent meetings held
      8.1 Town Team Report
      Cllr Jenkinson provided an update regarding the recent meeting held between the Traffic &

      Parking Group and SCDC regarding the proposals for the car parks within the Parish.
      Parish Plan Steering Group
      Jo Jones confirmed Gillian Benjiman (Community Action Suffolk) had attended a recent

      meeting in order to look over the proposed questionnaires to which she gave details.  She

      advised the bank account had now been opened and the Steering Group would now be able to

      apply for the necessary funding.  Jo Jones suggested an Extra-ordinary Council meeting should

      be held in order for the Parish Council to consider the draft questionnaires once the Steering

      Group had reviewed and finalised the Youth Questionnaire.      
9.   Planning Matters (see separate appendix attached)
      The Clerk updated the Parish Council on the recent decisions received from SCDC.  

10. Allotment Matters 
      10.1. To consider correspondence received from Clarke & Simpson regarding the proposed rent

      review 

      The Clerk gave details of correspondence received from Clarke and Simpson and confirmed the

      rent for Simons Cross allotments would be increased to £560.00 per annum from 1st April 2015.

      It was suggested the Clerk should contact Bernard Catchpole, Philip Tallent and Andy Smith in

      order to consider this increase and look into possibly raising the allotment plot fees.
11. Cemetery Matters
      11.1. To consider adopting a separate Cemetery Committee

      Cllr Wright gave details regarding the reasons for having suggested a separate Committee

      /Group should be formed.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow members of the public to

      comment.  There was a brief discussion and it was agreed a separate Cemetery Group would be

      beneficial and they should report back to Environment & Leisure Committee.  Cllr Biddle

      suggested the terms of reference for the Environment & Leisure Committee should be updated

      to enable the Committee to have delegated powers to Approve payments and any works needing

      to be carried out.  It was Proposed by Cllr Meadows that  a separate Cemetery Group to report

      back to the Environment & Leisure Committee should be Adopted, Seconded by Cllr Pizzey.

      All in Favour.  Cllrs Pizzey, Meadows, Anne Westover, Linda Merriam and Terry Peake

      volunteered their services to be part of the Cemetery Group.  The Chairman reconvened the

      meeting.
      11.2. To consider quotations received for tree works needing to be carried out

      The Clerk gave details of quotes received.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Anne

      Westover to comment.  Anne suggested the work to the Yew trees should be delayed until the

      Autumn but works to the Cherry Tree would be carried out subject to confirmation regarding the

      quote from Paul Bush.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting and it was Approved subject to

      confirmation Paul Bush would be asked to carry out the necessary works.  All in Favour.  The

      Clerk thanked Anne Westover for obtaining these quotes.  Cllr Wright confirmed Ralph Calver

      had agreed to quote for the works needing to be carried out to the Bier Hut.
12. Environmental Matters/Car Parks/Highways/Sports & Leisure
      12.1. Wickham Market Village Hall – To receive an update from the Restoration Committee

      Cllr Roseveare reported a Feasibility Study and Asbestos Survey were being carried out.  

      12.2. To discuss the ongoing drainage problems at the Village Hall Bottle Bank Area and

      consider possible solutions

      The Clerk advised she had spoken to Jane Spivey at Suffolk Coastal Services and it was felt

      now the bottle banks had been moved this was an improvement and the on-going drainage

      problems would be monitored.  It was also suggested this matter would form part of the Village

      Hall Restoration project. 

      12.3. To consider correspondence received regarding Street Lighting – Planned introduction of

      Part Night Lighting

      A copy of this correspondence had been sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish

      Council had No Objections to this scheme.  It was suggested the Clerk could put article in the

      Parish Magazine in order to inform Parishioners.
13. Correspondence
      13.1. The Local Government Boundary Commission – Electoral Review of Suffolk Coastal:

      Draft Recommendations – To consider consultation

      A copy of this correspondence had been sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish

      Council had No Objections or concerns to the Draft Recommendations.

      13.2. Environment Agency, River Deben – To consider correspondence received

      A copy of this correspondence had been sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was

      noted the Environment Agency had agreed to clear the larger trees causing a blockage just

      downstream of the Wickham Market road bridge.  It was agreed the Clerk would write to the

      Environment Agency in order to thank them for the work carried out. 

      13.3. Suffolk Local History Recorder – To consider correspondence received 

       A copy of this correspondence had been sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Pizzey

      suggested a member of the Archive Group could be nominated to carry out this role.  It was

      agreed Cllr Pizzey would liaise with the Archive Group regarding this matter.

      13.4. Wickham Market Public Clock – To consider correspondence received

      The Clerk confirmed she had received correspondence from Wickham Market PCC asking the

      Parish Council to consider reinstating their annual donation towards the running costs of the

      church clock.  There was a brief discussion and it was Resolved the Parish Council would not

      revert back to giving a £50.00 annual donation but would continue to support modest one off

      capital projects.  It was suggested the Clerk should ask the PCC to provide costings for the

      proposed Bell Chamber Floor Improvements in order for the Parish Council to consider

      donating some funds towards this project. 

      13.5. Public Access SCDC Website

      The Clerk gave details regarding an e-mail received regarding SCDC's Planning Public Access

      Website and confirmed Cllr Jenkinson would be attending a Briefing Session at SCDC

      regarding this matter. 

      13.6. Any other correspondence received      

      The Clerk confirmed she had been contacted by Peter Holden regarding the condition of the

      roses within the flower beds at the Village Hall.  She confirmed he had asked permission to

      spend £25.00 to purchase 3 new roses.  There were No Objections to this request and it was

      Unanimously Approved this expenditure should come out of the funds received by the Co-Op. 

      The Chairman stated at the last AGM he had volunteered to take on the role of Chairman for the

      period of one year and confirmed he had now received interest from Cllr Jenkinson who had

      advised he would be willing to take on this role going forward with effect from the forthcoming

      AGM.
14. Open Public Session
      Cllr Hall made enquiries as to whether the Parish Council had appointed an Emergency Officer.

      Cllr Biddle stated that previously Mr Mike Argent had taken responsibility for this role.  It was

      agreed Mike Argent would be contacted in order to make enquires as to if an Emergency Plan

      had been completed and it was also suggested this matter should be an agenda item at a future

      meeting.  A member of the public asked if the Parish Council would be responding to the

      Sizewell C Park and Ride Consultation.  Cllr Jenkinson stated he felt the Parish Council should

      respond in order to suggest the Parish benefits from the proposed scheme.  It was agreed Cllr

      Roseveare would respond to this consultation and it was also suggested the Council's initial

      consultation response should be made available for viewing on the Parish Council's website.
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their comments and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:40pm

***************************************

The next Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 14th April 2014 at 7:30pm in Wickham Market Village Hall
***************************************
The Annual Meeting of the Council will be held on Monday 19th May 2014 at 7:30pm in Wickham Market Village Hall

Signed:………………………………………… 


Dated:…………………………
PLANNING APPENDIX 
9.1 Applications considered since the last meeting:-

Application No: C13/0968 – Valley Farm, Valley Rd, Wickham Market. IP13 0ND – Proposed Internal alterations, involving provision of first floor area, with installation of staircase and glaze screen, also re-siting of boiler.  Alternative internal layout to that approved under C07/0551.
Application No: C13/0714 – Grove Farm, Grove Rd, Wickham Market. IP13 0JJ – Erection of general purpose agricultural building and construction of associated concrete pad.  The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by SCDC with 4 Conditions.
Application No: C13/0648 – The Paper shop, 79a High St, Wickham Market. IP13 0RA – Retention of replacement advertisement above shop door.  The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  Listed Building Consent has been Granted by SCDC
9.2 Update on existing applications since the last meeting:–

Application No: C13/0586 – 1 Chapel Lane, Wickham Market. IP13 0SD – Single storey flat roof extension.  The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by SCDC, to date.
Application No: C13/0410 – Part Side Garden, 30 King Edward Ave, Wickham Market – Erection of a new house in the garden of 30 King Edward Ave.  The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by SCDC, to date.
Application No: C13/0217 – 4 & 6 Broad Rd, Wickham Market. IP13 0RJ – Demolition of single storey rear extensions and rear chimney – erection of two storey extensions.  The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by SCDC with 3 Conditions.
Application No: C13/0112 – 210, 212, 216A and land surrounding, High St, Wickham Market - Erection of 6 dwellings including varying details of works approved under Planning Permission Ref: C11/0097 – The Planning Committee recommended that 3 of the proposed properties should be for affordable housing in line with Policy SP27 of the LDF Core Strategy.  No decision has been made by SCDC.
Application No: C12/2123 – Land South of Featherbroom Gardens, High St, Wickham Market – Erection of residential development of the site to provide 65 dwellings with associated car parking, open space, landscaping and new access arrangements.  This application was considered by the Parish Council at an Extraordinary Council meeting held on 30th October 2012 – The Parish Council recommended Approval for this application, subjects to matters for consideration.  This application has been Granted by SCDC (awaiting decision notice).
Application No: C10/3239 - Former RAF Bentwaters, Bentwaters Park, Rendlesham – Change of use of buildings and land and moving a section of fence.  The Planning Committee Objected to this application on the grounds of increased HGV and vehicular traffic through the village).  No decision has been made by SCDC, to date.
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