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Councillors Report — March 2023

Welcome to the March edition of my monthly bulletin, aimed at keeping Parish Councillors
up to date on the main news stories from East Suffolk and my Ward of Wickham Market and
villages.

With pre-election period publicity restrictions in place this will be my last Bulletin before the
election on Thursday 4 May.

It has been a great privilege to bring you this monthly news report from across the District
and | would like to thank every one of you for helping me to fill it with many stories of your
hard work and dedication to serving our communities.

Regards,
Carol

Clir Carol Poulter

Councillor for the Wickham Market and Villages Ward

Chair: Framlingham and Wickham Market Community Partnership
East Suffolk Council

East Suffolk Council to replace the Katch bus service.

A new, on demand, mini-bus service is to be trailed by East Suffolk Council to replace the
Katch Bus service that was withdrawn by the County Council in December 2022.

The Council are working with CATS the local community transport operator to develop an on
demand mini-bus service for residents of Wickham Market Framingham, Campsea Ashe and
Snape that can be booked either by phone or via a new mobile app. Initially the service will
run for 12 months funded by the Community Partnership Board who have awarded a grant
of £88,000 with the intention of extending the service.

The George Community Pub to receive Government funding.

Good news for residents of Wickham Market and surrounding areas. In the recent spring
budget Chancellor Jeremy Hunt announced that the Government will be providing funding
from the Community Ownership Fund to complete the project of the restoration of the
George Community Pub.
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East Suffolk Council budget approved.

East Suffolk Council reaffirmed its commitment to
investment in local communities by approving a
budget of over £30million to fund essential services
in 2023/24.

The spending plan, to help improve the lives of
residents over the coming financial year, was agreed
by councillors at February’s full council meeting.

Additionally, in the five years up to and including 2026/27, a forecast £410m will go towards
major projects as part of the overall General Fund Capital Programme, and an additional
£83m on housing development and new build schemes, and maintenance of existing
housing stock.

More than £287m has been raised from external grants and contributions towards the cost
of our General Fund capital project programme. This includes a £24.9m Towns Fund grant to
regenerate Lowestoft, driving economic growth and acting as a catalyst for future
investment, and rising to a potential £35.9m with the addition of matched funding, while UK
Shared Prosperity and Rural England Prosperity Fund grants will support local business,
people and skills throughout the district.

A General Fund Revenue Budget of £30.1m for 2023/24 includes £16.37million in council
tax, which makes up just over 50% of the money we receive. However, the portion of
council tax East Suffolk receives (around 10% of the total bill) will only increase by 2.81%, or
£4.95 for the entire year on the annual bill of a Band D property.

Suffolk councils secure £2.2m to improve tenants’ quality of life

Suffolk’s district and borough councils have secured
£2.2m of Government funding to improve the
standard of private rented homes.

The successful joint bid, led by East Suffolk Council,
with Babergh, Ipswich, Mid Suffolk and West Suffolk
o councils, will see funding awarded over two years by
iy the Department of Housing, Levelling Up and
LET Communities, from a share of its £14m Private Rented
2 Sector (PRS) Pathfinder Programme.

The funding will be used to create and support additional roles, offering advice and support
to tenants and landlords, and taking enforcement action against those who continue to let
poor quality housing.
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It will also enable the councils to continue working collaboratively, pooling resources to
improve the standards of privately rented homes as part of the Suffolk PRS - Empower,
Encourage, Enforce project.

Focusing on engagement, the project will give landlords, tenants and communities a better
understanding of their rights and responsibilities. Eligible landlords and tenants will also be
signposted to available grants to assist with the cost of improving properties.

International cycling event’s £600,000 boost to local economy

An international cycling event hosted in East
Suffolk was worth an estimated £600,000 to the
local economy, according to study of visitor
numbers and related expenditure.

Approximately 6,000 spectators attended the UCI
Masters Cyclo-Cross World Championships
between Friday 2 and Sunday 4 December.

The free event was supported by East Suffolk Council and staged at Trinity Park for the
second successive year, featuring more than 600 competitors from 20 different nations,
riding laps of a 3km circuit of trails and obstacles.

An evaluation report, commissioned by East Suffolk Council and Suffolk Growth Partnership,
has since estimated the total net impact of the event on the local economy to be worth
£601,850, based on the expenditure of participants, spectators, event organisers,
contractors and staff.

As well as Olympians, national champions and some of the best Cyclo-Cross age category
riders in the world, the event featured a support programme of open races for local riders of
all ages, as well as a Special Olympics Cyclo-Cross event.

Ahead of the main event, schools in the Ipswich and South Suffolk School Games
partnership also came together for a morning of cycling activity organised in partnership
between East Suffolk Council, Active Suffolk, British Cycling and event organisers, EImy
Cycles.

Design team appointed for Seafront Vision project
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A major Lowestoft regeneration project which will
see the delivery of the first phase of the London
Road, Lowestoft High Street Heritage Action Zone
and Seafront Masterplan has taken a step forward
with the appointment of its design team.

HemingwayDesign, Untitled Practice and Gelling
Studio have been appointed as the design team for
the first phase of East Suffolk Council’s Seafront
Vision delivery project.

The Seafront Vison project is one of five transformational regeneration projects which are
detailed within the Town Investment Plan, which received £24.9m from the Government’s
Towns Fund last year.

The project will see the regeneration of the Royal Plain, Royal Green and South Quay Wharf
areas, building on the success of the recently repurposed East Point Pavilion.

Improvements will include new public realm, improved biodiversity and green spaces across
the areas, improved leisure provision and replacement of the popular fountains in Royal
Plain.

Along with the other Towns Fund projects, the Seafront Vision project is expected to be
completed by March 2026.

Applications now open for Community Pantries grants

Community groups, organisations, and town and parish councils are invited to apply for a
new grant scheme which will help provide affordable food to East Suffolk residents in need.

Supported by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF), the East Suffolk Pantries Grant
Scheme is a three-year programme which aims to fund the initial set up of community
pantries across the district, helping people in need to access affordable food in their local
community.

The pantries will provide a welcoming space, similar to a shop, where people can pay a
subscription of less than £5 per week and receive food worth at least £15 in return. Pantries
can also provide additional support, signposting to other local services and help to reduce
social isolation.

Grants of up to £4,500 are available and applications close on 15 March.

Pantry providers will become part of the East Suffolk Food Network, bringing together
organisations providing both affordable food, and food in times of crisis. The network will be
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used to share best practice, gain support, and manage access to surplus food to ensure
fairness in distribution.

Applications are welcome — here — from community and voluntary groups, organisations
and town and parish councils.

New defibrillator available for Kesgrave community

A community centre has installed a second life-saving
defibrillator, thanks to funding from an East Suffolk
councillor.

Stuart Lawson, councillor for Kesgrave ward, donated
£2,000 from his Enabling Communities Budget to the
Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre to support
the installation of a new defibrillator.

The defibrillator, which can be used to give an electric
shock to the heart of someone in cardiac arrest, is
located inside Kesgrave Sports Centre, and supports an
existing device located on the outside of the
Community Centre, off Twelve Acre Approach.

East Suffolk Council’s Enabling Communities Budgets support activities delivered by
community, voluntary and social enterprise organisations. Distributed equally among the
council’s 55 members, each ward councillor has a £7,500 Enabling Community Budget to
spend on community projects or to develop new projects which tackle community needs in
their area.

Previous projects which have benefitted from Enabling Community Budget funding include
play areas, village hall refurbishments and equipment, community events and projects
supporting people with disabilities.

LocaI youngsters inspire new-look castle themed play area

Work is underway on the refurbishment of a popular
| play area in Carlton Colville.

_ 44% The Matlock Dale play area is undergoing work as part
of a joint improvement programme between East
Suffolk Council and Carlton Colville Town Council.

Last summer, local youngsters were consulted on the type of play equipment they would
like to see installed at the site.


https://my.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/service/Pantries_grant_scheme
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The funding will be used to create and support additional roles, offering advice and support
to tenants and landlords, and taking enforcement action against those who continue to let
poor quality housing.

It will also enable the councils to continue working collaboratively, pooling resources to
improve the standards of privately rented homes as part of the Suffolk PRS - Empower,
Encourage, Enforce project.

Focusing on engagement, the project will give landlords, tenants and communities a better
understanding of their rights and responsibilities. Eligible landlords and tenants will also be
signposted to available grants to assist with the cost of improving properties.

Imported food products surrendered following vehicle spot check
Food inspectors from East Suffolk Council helped intercept a quantity of suspected illegally
imported meat following a vehicle stop in Lowestoft.

The meat was discovered, along with a quantity of eggs, in the back of a white van travelling
from Romania into Great Britain, via the Port of Dover.

The discovery was made during a multi-agency spot check of vehicles, in Lowestoft, on
Friday 3 February.

East Suffolk Council’s Food and Safety team investigated the contents of the vehicle
following a request for assistance from Suffolk County Council Trading Standards colleagues.

The van was found to contain mainly pork, eggs and other food, which the occupants of the
vehicle claimed was for personal consumption. It was also found to contain weighing scales
and a refrigerator.

Although East Suffolk’s officers were prepared to use powers to seize the meat, the
occupants of the vehicle agreed to voluntarily
surrender all of the products that were taken to an
incineration plant for safe destruction.

Since September, strict controls restricting the
movement of pork and pork products into Great
Britain to help safeguard Britain’s pigs from the threat

of African swine fever.

It is also against the law to bring pork or pork products weighing over two kilograms into
Great Britain unless they are produced to the EU's commercial standards.

Pitch perfect...with help of Enabling Communities Budget funding
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A group of East Suffolk councillors have provided
grant funding to help protect the playing surface at
a local football club.

The four Lowestoft councillors each contributed
Enabling Communities Budget funding towards the
maintenance of grounds equipment belonging to
Kirkley and Pakefield FC.

The long-established, grassroots club provides a venue for more than 550 players on some
25 youth teams and six adult teams, supported by volunteer coaches, managers and
maintenance crews.

Kirkley and Pakefield Football Club is set over a 10-acre site, which accommodates five
youth pitches, two adult pitches and two artificial turf pitch (ATP) areas. The maintenance of
these is the sole responsibility of dedicated volunteers, with a weekly cycle involving
mowing and aerating the turf, marking of the pitches and brushing of the ATPs to ensure
they are in tip-top condition for longer.

Surveys and consultations

As always, we want to encourage participation in surveys and consultations, as feedback
from people in East Suffolk is invaluable and helps us ensure we’re making the right
decisions for our communities.

e Draft Coastal Adaptation Supplementary Planning Document
Consultation on document providing guidance on planning policy approaches
along the coast from Holkham to Landguard Point. Comments on
the Draft Coastal Adaptation Supplementary Planning Document must be
submitted by 5pm on Wednesday 8 March 2023.
Draft Coastal Adaptation Supplementary Planning Document

e Proposed Changes to Conservation Areas in Southwold
Proposals to extend the existing Southwold Conservation Area, including to
become amalgamated with the northern part of the Southwold Harbour and
Walberswick Quay Conservation Area. Feedback should be provided by 5pm on

Wednesday 15 March.
Proposed Changes to Conservation Areas in Southwold

e Rural Development Supplementary Planning Document
Initial consultation on document providing guidance on rural developments such
as barn conversions, rural worker dwellings, farm diversification, annexes,


https://eastsuffolk.inconsult.uk/connect.ti/draftcoastaladaptationspd2023/consultationHome
https://eastsuffolk.inconsult.uk/southwoldconservationarea2023
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economic development, equestrian developments and more. Feedback should

be provided by 5pm on Wednesday 15 March.
Proposed Changes to Conservation Areas in Southwold

e  Custom and Self-Build Housing Supplementary Planning Document
Initial consultation on document defining custom and self-build housing.
Feedback should be provided by 5pm on Wednesday 15 March.
Proposed Changes to Conservation Areas in Southwold

Diary dates

e 15" March at 6.30pm — Full Council (Conference Room, Riverside)
e 28™ March at 2pm — Planning Committee South (Deben Conference Room, East Suffolk

House)


https://eastsuffolk.inconsult.uk/ruraldevelopment2023/
https://eastsuffolk.inconsult.uk/ruraldevelopment2023/
https://eastsuffolk.inconsult.uk/CSBSPDINT/consultationHome
https://eastsuffolk.inconsult.uk/CSBSPDINT/consultationHome

