Minutes of the Environment & Leisure Committee meeting held on
Monday 16th December 2019 at 7:00pm in Wickham Market Village Hall,

Committee Room
Present:
Cllr David Chenery (Chairman)
Cllr Robin Cooke




Cllr Dick Jenkinson


Cllr Anne Westover



Cllr John Horsnell

In attendance: Jo Peters – Clerk to the Council.  There were no members of the public present.
1. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Mick Miller and Josie Hopps.  The Clerk reported Cllr Roper had now resigned from the Parish Council.  It was agreed there would be an agenda item at the January Parish Council  meeting to elect a member to the E & L Committee.
2. To receive declarations of interest
Cllrs Horsnell and Westover declared a non-pecuniary interest as they are plot holders at the Glebe Allotment site.  
3. To approve the draft minutes of the Committee meeting held on Monday 21st October 2019
A copy of the draft minutes of the Environment & Leisure Committee meeting held on Monday 21st October 2019 had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting. 
Approval for these minutes was Proposed by Cllr Horsnell, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  4 in Favour, 1 Abstention.

4. Matters arising from the Committee meeting held on Monday 21st October 2019
Cllr Jenkinson confirmed the Suffolk Flags had now been delivered.

Cllr Jenkinson confirmed the signs for the allotments were now with Ray Lewis but the other signs were still in his garage awaiting collection.
Cllr Jenkinson reported he has now spoken with the landowner and he has confirmed the water connection to the old Simons Cross allotment site would come under the road.

Cllr Jenkinson to compile letter of thanks to the Holland family in respect of the new allotment site.

Clerk to liaise with Wickham Market Primary school to ask if pupils could produce some clean up after your dog posters in the Spring.

Other matters arising:-

Item 4.1 – Church Pightle Transfer & Trees on Church Pightle update
The Clerk had circulated correspondence received from Keith Wallace at Reed Smith to all members to which there was a brief discussion.  She confirmed this document had now been signed and returned.  Cllr Westover stated all boundaries still needed to be identified clearly with T-marks.
Actions: Clerk to invoice SCC for grass cutting.  Cllr Westover, Josie Hopps and the Clerk to have site meeting to look at essential works to trees and obtain quotes.
Item 4.2 - Village Sign update – Cllr Horsnell to report on
Cllr Horsnell had sent information to all Committee members prior to the meeting to which he gave details.  Cllr Jenkinson stated John Davies from GC Robertsons would provide the design for the sign foundation groundworks free of charge to which he and Cllr Horsnell provided details.  

There was a detailed discussion regarding the specification for the new sign and Cllr Horsnell stated he would look to obtain further quotations for the post which would be green oak.  Action: Cllr Chenery to send list of accredited contractors to Cllr Horsnell.  It was suggested once the sign had been removed it would be at least a few months before the new one is in place.  It was also agreed if the works to take down the sign could take place on a Sunday this would prevent a road closure taking place.  Cllr Westover suggested the old post could be used to make a gateway at the cemetery.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Horsnell for all his hard work.

     5.    Village Hall/Playing Field
5.1 - Matters relating to the Playing Field 

Cllrs Horsnell, Westover and the Clerk still to carry out site visit regarding matters arising from the recent inspection report.

Cllr Westover stated the matting under the zip wire needed pegging down and suggested more topsoil could be applied.  Cllr Horsnell offered to assist with this task.

Cllr Westover reported the hedge alongside the edge of the field south side of skate park/muga needed cutting back. 

Dog bin on playing field to be moved.  Actions: Cllrs Horsnell & Jenkinson to assist in moving and Clerk to inform ES Norse once this bin has been moved.

5.2 – Ongoing Flooding at Recycling Bin Area

Cllr Jenkinson gave details regarding an email received from Philip Talent and confirmed he had asked Andrew Flemming, Blocks Solicitors if it was legal for the water to be discharged into the ditch to which he provided details regarding the response received.  Cllr Jenkinson circulated a plan of this area and provided information regarding the ditch and recommended solutions.  He reported due to the latest correspondence received from the landowner at the Old School Farm site in respect of the Neighbourhood Plan it had become apparent that a meeting would need to be held and when this meeting takes place this could also be seen as an opportunity to liaise with the landowner regarding the use of his ditch for drainage of the surface water from the Village Hall car park.  Action: Cllr Jenkinson to respond to Andrew Fleming and arrange meeting with local landowner in line with the protocol. 
Cllr Westover stated she felt this ongoing flooding issue was far too serious to leave until the new build takes place.

There was also a brief discussion regarding alternative solutions including parking in the area between the Co-op and the Bowls Clubs.
      6.   Other matters

6.1 – To approve the dates of the 2020 Committee meetings 
The Clerk had tabled a list of the 2020 Committee meeting dates to all members.  These were Unanimously Approved. 

6.2 - VHCIO, Bowls & Football club leases update
The Clerk reported a meeting needed to be held with the Football Club in the New Year.  She advised the Bowls Club draft lease was complete and once she had received the final copy this matter could be an agenda item at a future Parish Council meeting.  
It was suggested the Clerk could ask the Football Club to contribute towards the pothole repairs to the entrance at the Village Hall.  
Actions: Clerk to arrange meeting with Andrew Flemming, Blocks Solicitors with herself, Cllrs Chenery & Jenkinson along with Philip Talent, VH CIO for a Friday morning, if possible.

6.3 - Tree Warden 
The Clerk reported Terry Peake had now retired from this role.  Cllr Westover confirmed that she was willing to continue in this role but stated she felt a replacement for Terry Peake should still be sought.  Action – Article to be compiled for the Newsletter/Round Robin.
6.4 - War Memorial & Trees
Cllr Westover confirmed the cherry trees would be felled when the works to the plain trees are carried out.  Action: Clerk to liaise with John Willis regarding date.  Cllr Westover stated the trunks to the trees also needed to be grinded out too when this work is undertaken.  Cllr Westover suggested the remaining clean up funding could be used for planting in this area to which she gave details and it was agreed maintenance/upkeep of this area would need to be agreed prior to any planting taking place.  Action: Clerk to request that tree stumps are grinded out.  Cllr Westover to liaise with Paul Tynan regarding planting.  
6.5 - Clean up funding and planting
Cllr Westover stated as SC Norse did not appear to be carrying out as much work this funding could be better spent at the War Memorial.  Action: Clerk to confirm remaining funds available.
It was also felt the Clerk should highlight the issue regarding the upkeep of long stay car park with SC Norse.

6.6 - 2020/21 Parish Council Aims & Objectives 
This document had been compiled by Cllr Jenkinson.  The Clerk confirmed it had been agreed this document would go to all Committees for discussion prior to being agreed at the March Parish Council meeting.  Cllr Jenkinson provided details regarding the purpose of this document and it was agreed the title of this document should be amended to 2020/21 Key Functions and split into two items 1) Core Functions and 2) Objectives for 2020/21.  All in Favour.
There was a brief discussion regarding the land at King Edward Ave and it was agreed this item would be removed from this document until further investigations had been carried out.
It was RESOLVED this document would be amended and considered at the February Committee meeting.  Action: Cllr Jenkinson to amend and inform all Parish Council members of this decision.
6.7 - To consider the E & L Committee draft 2020/21 Budget 

The Clerk/RFO had circulated a list of proposed amendments following her meeting with Cllr Biddle, Chairman of Finance & General Purpose Committee to which she gave details.  These proposed changes were discussed by the Committee and Cllr Jenkinson suggested a line should be added for the work carried out by Adrian Clarke, Handyman at the cemetery to be included within the Cemetery column of the budget.
It was agreed going forward management of the Pightle would be on a separate line.  There was a discussion regarding possible tree works that may be required on the Glebe Allotment Site and it was agreed an amount needed to be included for these possible works. 
It was also agreed an amount needed to be included for repairs to the pot holes at the entrance to the Glebe Allotment Site.
Cllr Jenkinson stated an amount also needed to be included for the removal of the lights in the plain trees for any necessary works required.

The Clerk gave details regarding the proposals in respect of the hanging baskets and Cllr Westover suggested any unwanted baskets could possibly be sold.
It was agreed the Climate Emergency amount should be decided by the 

Finance & General Purpose Committee.

The Clerk confirmed she would carry out the agreed amendments in order for these to be considered by the Finance & General Purpose Committee for them to agree and then put forward to Full Council at their January Parish Council meeting.
Further to these discussions the following actions were agreed:-
Actions: Clerk to request alternative quotation for Type 2 surfacing from EFM Surfacing for works at the Glebe Allotment site entrance.

Clerk to look into funding for Planters on the Hill.  Clerk to liaise with John Willis regarding works to plain trees.  Clerk to liaise with John Day regarding his hanging baskets going forward.
The Chairman asked permission to suspend Standing Orders in order to continue the meeting.  This was Unanimously Approved.          
      7.  To consider any matters relating to the allotments
Possible renaming of Simons Cross site – It was agreed that Mick Miller would liaise with the Holland family and Allotment Association in respect of this matter.

Cllr Westover reported the hedge still needed to be planted at the front of site.

Complaint received regarding Plot 12a at the Glebe allotment site 
Cllr Westover stated she was not willing to remove these trees/bushes as she has carried out some pruning since the original complaint had been received, as requested.  It was agreed a way forward would be for a site meeting to be arranged in the first instance.  Action - Clerk to schedule meeting.  Concerns were also raised regarding the overgrown hedge on corner next to parking area.

8.   To consider any matters relating to the cemetery

8.1 - Cemetery Regulations

The Clerk reported these were near to completion.  

8.2 – Any other matters relating to the cemetery 

The Clerk reported Pest Control would no longer be carried out by Robin Hall.  Cllr Chenery recommended a new contractor for the Clerk to contact.

9. Markets Update
It was agreed the dates for the 2020 markets would be as follows:-

Saturday 15th August & Saturday 5th December 2020.  Action: Clerk to liaise with WMP and VH New Build Group.  

It was suggested the Clerk should ensure there is a vegetarian food option available at all markets.  The Clerk advised Mary Hawes had now volunteered to join the Markets Working Group.

    10.
Any other matters arising
The Clerk confirmed correspondence had been received from a local resident in respect of the rules regarding dog waste.  Following discussion, it was suggested the Clerk should email SC Norse in order to request they clarify if dog waste could be disposed of in general litter bins and if this is the case a request should be made to ask them to put notices on the general litter bins within the Parish in order to inform dog owners.
    11.   Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Environment & Leisure Committee will be held on Monday .
17th February 2020.

There being no further discussion the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm
Signed:............................................., Chairman

Dated:.......................................
