WICKHAM MARKET PARISH COUNCIL

       MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WICKHAM MARKET PARISH COUNCIL

    HELD ON MONDAY 15TH MAY 2017 AT 7:30PM IN WICKHAM MARKET

VILLAGE HALL, COMMITTEE ROOM
Present:
Cllr Dick Jenkinson (Chairman)


Cllr David Chenery


Cllr Robin Cooke



Cllr Michael Hawes


Cllr Emma Lawrence

Cllr Patrick Roper


Cllr Michael Roseveare
Cllr Andrea Denham

In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  District Cllr Mark Amoss, County Councillor Alexander Nicoll and there were 4 members of the public present.

1. Election of Chairman and Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Jenkinson asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Roseveare nominated Cllr Jenkinson to continue within the role of Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.  Cllr Jenkinson was duly Elected and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.
2. Election of Vice Chairman and Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Chairman asked for nominations for Vice Chairman.  The Chairman nominated Cllr Roseveare to continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.  Cllr Roseveare agreed to continue to remain within the role of Vice Chairman.  Cllr Roseveare was duly Elected and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.
3. Open Public Session
There were no comments from the members of the public present.

To receive a report from County Councillor Alexander Nicoll
County Cllr Nicoll introduced himself and stated he was looking forward to working together   

with the Parish Council. He gave details regarding his previous Local Government experience  

and stated he specialised in Planning, Highways and Licencing to which he gave details.   

Introductions were given by Parish Council members and the Chairman thanked County Cllr 

Nicoll for attending this meeting.
To receive a report from District Cllr Mark Amoss
District Cllr Mark Amoss provided details regarding the Enabling Community Budget and urged the Parish Council to apply for funding towards any future projects they may have.  He gave details regarding the Suffolk Armed Forces Weekend to be held on 24/25th June 2017 and stated that SCDC were looking for volunteers for this event.  The Chairman thanked District Cllr Amoss for his report.
      To receive a report from Suffolk Constabulary
      Cllr Roper reported the recent meeting due to have been held had been cancelled.
      The Chairman formally opened the meeting at 7:50pm

4.   To receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Margetts and Ridd. 
      Parish Council Co-option 

      The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed Lisa Sanders to the meeting.  Lisa gave a brief 
      statement as to why she wished to join the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Lisa for her 
      statement and asked her to leave the room.  There was a formal vote and it was Unanimously 

      Approved that Lisa should be Co-opted onto the Council.  Lisa Sanders was duly Co-opted and 
      the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.  The 
      Chairman reconvened the meeting.

5.   Election of Committees and Representatives & to elect Chairman for 2017/18
      The following were Approved:-

      Committees:-
      Planning – Cllrs Roseveare (Chairman), Jenkinson, Nobbs, Hawes & Sanders



      Finance & General Purpose – Cllrs Jenkinson (Chairman), Roseveare, Cooke and Roper
      Environment & Leisure – Cllrs Chenery (Chairman), Cooke, Ridd & Lawrence and non-Council 

      members -  Jo Hopps & Anne Westover
      Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Jenkinson (Chairman), George Hering (Vice Chairman), Cllr Cooke, 
      Cllr Sanders, Colin Owens, Ray Lewis, Sue Jones, Arthur Stansfield, Roger Theobald, Ray 

      Clune, Hannah Benstead, Wendy Slaney, Angela Hadley and Anne Westover 
      Cemetery Group – Cllr Roper, Linda Merriam, Terry Peake, Jo Peters & Anne Westover

      Representatives:-
      Allotments: Mike Margetts until end of June 2017 (Glebe), B Catchpole/Micky Elliot (Simons 
      Cross),

      WM Village Hall CIO – Cllr Roper (Chairman)

      Village Hall New Build Committee – Cllrs Lawrence, Nobbs & Denham

      SALC/LCPAS – Cllr Chenery

      Tree Warden - Terry Peake



      Footpaths – Terry Peake 



      All Saints Youth Club- Cllr Ridd



      Sizewell C Liaison Representative – Cllrs Roseveare & Jenkinson

      Town Team – Cllr Jenkinson 

      Wickham Market Partnership – Cllr Jenkinson (Trustee)

      Webmaster – Jo Peters

      Suffolk Constabulary Liaison Representative – Cllr Roper

6.
To receive Councillors Declarations of Interest
       The Chairman declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest as he is a member of WM Town Team and 
       WMP.  Cllr Roper declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest as he is a Trustee on Wickham Market 
       Village Hall CIO. 
       6.1. To Consider any Dispensations
There were none.
7.   To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th March
      2017
The draft minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th March 2017 had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Roper, Seconded by Cllr Hawes.  8 in Favour, 1 Abstention.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
8.   Matters arising from the previous minutes which do not appear elsewhere on the agenda
      8.1- Bowls & Football Club Leases and to consider a request from WM Football Club

      regarding the possibility of leasing the playing field – To receive an update

      The Chairman advised that himself and the Clerk had recently attended a meeting with Kim 
      Caley at Blocks Solicitors in order to draw up the leases for the Bowls and Football Club to 
      which he gave details.  He confirmed the draft leases for both clubs had now been received and 
      circulated to all Council Members.  The Chairman urged Councillors to look over these leases 
      and put forward any suggested amendments to himself and the Clerk.  He stated once any 
      necessary amendments had been carried that both draft leases would be sent to the clubs for 
      their comments in order for these to be finalised and Approved at the July Parish Council 
      meeting.
      The Chairman reported that the Football Club had asked if they could possibly have a lease for   

      the Playing Field instead of a licence.  He confirmed this matter had also been discussed at 
      length with Kim Caley and she had recommended that a licence should remain in place.  The 
      Chairman asked for a formal vote to Approve that the Football Club building would be leased 
      and the licence for the Playing Field would remain.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow 
      Margaret Holland (Chairman) Village Hall CIO to comment.  Margaret stated she was aware the 
      Football Club required a lease as opposed to a licence in order for them to gain more security 
      when applying for grants and asked would a licence on the pitch effect this.  The Chairman 
      stated he did not feel this would have an effect and reconvened the meeting.  There was a 
      formal vote and it was Unanimously Resolved that the Football Club should have a lease for 
      the land but a licence should remain in respect of the pitch.  
      8.2 – Lehmann House & transfer of the land at The Pightle update
      The Clerk confirmed the sale was now complete and therefore the land at The Pightle could 

      now be transferred.  She reported the Inspire Centre should be open by July 2017 and advised 

      she had attended two site visits recently and the new building was coming along very well.  

      8.3 – Vehicle Activated Speed Sign 
      The Chairman confirmed the sign had now been delivered but to date the two agreed posts had 

      not yet been erected.  Cllr Chenery advised the post to be erected at Snowden Hill may not be 

      required as the sign could be sited on the new lamp post to which he gave details.  Cllr 

      Roseveare asked if the sign was included within the Parish Council’s Insurance Renewal to 

      which the Clerk assured him that this item would be insured appropriately.
9.  Parish Council Matters
     9.1 – To consider proposals for the siting of a BMX Pump Track on Wickham Market 
     Village Hall Playing Field 
     The Clerk had circulated a map of the Playing Field in which had been drawn up by Anne 
     Westover.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of the public to comment.     

     Cllr Chenery advised this matter had been discussed at length at the last E & L Committee 
     meeting and provided details regarding the recent site meeting held.  He stated he felt it would 

     be more beneficial if the zip wire was 30m opposed to 20m to which he gave details regarding 

     the options available.  There was a brief discussion and it was agreed the proposed pump track 
     could possibly be moved further back in order to provide additional space for the zip wire to be 

     sited.  Cllr Roseveare gave advice regarding the trees within this area and the protection of their 
     roots.  It was suggested it could be useful if the root protection areas were included within the 

     map and the pump track could be moved 4m towards the Basketball Pitch and further back 
     southwards.  There was a formal vote and it was Unanimously Resolved that the Parish Council 

     should look into siting both the pump track and zip wire on the Playing Field.  Margaret Holland 

     stated she would inform the Village Hall CIO of this decision and it was also agreed that going 
     forward this project should be co-ordinated by E & L Committee.  The Chairman reconvened 
     the meeting. 
    Proposed Soakaway at Village Hall 
    The Chairman provided details regarding this matter and reported the Parish Council had been 
    given a grant of £1250.00 from SCDC Enabling Budget.  He confirmed it had now been 
    ascertained from the Village Hall trial pits that there is a layer of boulder clay which goes down 
    to at least 4m.  Further investigation has also revealed that the clay might extend down to a depth 
    of 25m.  It had therefore been agreed that the grant should be used to pay for an investigation to 
    find out the depth of the boulder clay.  The Chairman advised in the meantime remedial works to 
    rectify the situation would be undertaken as part of the Village Hall Rebuild Project. 
    9.2 – Tour of Britain
    The Chairman reported the Tour of Britain would be passing through Wickham Market on 8th 

    September 2017.  He confirmed the Town Team had set up a Working Group to organise various 
    events.  It was agreed the Clerk and Cllr Chenery would attend any official meetings regarding 

    timings for the day and also join the Town Team Working Group.  
    9.3 – To approve the Parish Council’s 2017/18 Aims & Objectives
    A copy of this document had been circulated to all Councillors.  The Chairman gave details and 
    the 2017/18 Aims & Objectives were Unanimously Approved by the Council.  It was agreed the 
    Clerk would also put this information on the Parish Council’s website.

   10. Clerks Report        
10.1 – Village of the Year Competition – The Clerk confirmed this competition would not be 

taking place this year.   

10.2 – New Councillor Training – It was agreed the Clerk would look to obtain dates from 

SALC and LCPAS.  Cllrs Lawrence, Sanders, Denham and Margetts to attend. 
The Chairman asked for permission to Suspend Standing Orders in order to continue the meeting.  This was Unanimously Approved by the Council.
   11. Environment & Leisure Committee update
         Cllr Chenery reported to date no applications had been received for the position of Village 
         Handyman.  It was agreed this vacancy should be advertised further afield and discussed in more 

         detail at the next Environment & Leisure Committee meeting.
   12. Finance and Legal Matters
    12.1 - Bi-monthly accounts – March/April 2017 

    A copy of these accounts had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval 
    was Proposed by Cllr Lawrence, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.
    12.2 - To consider and Approve the 2016/17 End of Year Accounts

    The Clerk confirmed the Internal Audit had now been carried out to which she provided details.  
    A copy of the 2016/17 End of Year Accounts had been circulated to all Councillors.  Approval 
    was Proposed by Cllr Roper, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.
    12.3 - To Approve Sections One and Two of the Local Councils Annual Return 

    A copy of Sections One and Two of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all 
    Councillors.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Lawrence, Seconded by Cllr Hawes.  All in 
    Favour.
    12.4 - To consider the Parish Council Insurance Policy Renewal 
    The Clerk had tabled details of the renewal quotations received.  Approval for the Parish Council 

    to renew their policy with Came & Co at the cost of £916.43 was Proposed by Cllr Hawes, 

    Seconded by Cllr Roper.  All in Favour.
    12.5 – To carry out a review of the Barclays Account Cheque Signatories
    The Clerk confirmed currently Cllrs Jenkinson, Cooke, Hawes and former Cllr Blackall were 

    signatories on this account.  It was Unanimously Approved that Cllr Sanders should replace 

    Margaret Blackall.  Action: Clerk to obtain and complete the relevant forms.
13. Planning Matters (see separate appendix)
      The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Peter Ryder-Davies to comment.  Peter reported he 
      had spoken to SCDC and raised concerns regarding the fact the recent application submitted for 

      Lehmann House had not gone to SCDC’s Planning Committee to which he gave details.  The 

      Chairman gave details as to why this application hadn’t been considered by the Planning 
      Committee.  Cllr Cooke stated he did not feel that SCDC had the competence to approve this 
      application without it going to Committee.  It was agreed this matter would be an agenda item at 

      the next Planning Committee meeting and the Chairman would compile a letter to SCDC.  The  

      Chairman reconvened the meeting.
14. Allotment Matters 

      Nothing to report.    

15. Cemetery Matters
      Cllr Chenery reported the E & L Committee had agreed they should look into expanding the 

      land on both sides and that the Clerk should look to write formally to The Town Lands Trust and 
      Andy Reeve.  The Clerk advised that herself and Anne Westover were due to meet with Steven 

      Walker in respect of the repairs required to the Bier House.
16. Town Team & WMP – To receive an update on recent meetings held
      Town Team – The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed George Hering to give the 
      Town Team and WMP reports.  George reported on Shops & Facilities, Traffic & Parking, 
      Events, Communications & Promotions and Art & Culture.  (Full copy of the report attached to 
      the minutes).
      WMP – George Hering reported that small grants of up to £1000.00 were now being given to 
      organisations to which he gave details.  The Chairman thanked George Hering for both his 

      reports and stated that it is key that all Community Groups work together for the benefit of 
      the Parish.
      The Chairman reconvened the meeting.
17. George Bencom Update
      Cllr Denham reported the project was moving forward and an architect was due to carry out a 
      visit to go through some draft drawings.  She confirmed they had made contact with Mr Leckie 
      and were in the process of putting together a Negotiating Strategy to which she gave details.  
      Cllr Denham stated fund raising would be carried out and then they would go out to the village 
      with share options.  She reported a Business Case is being put together and this has been funded 
      by grants.  The Chairman reported a Buildings Repairs Notice had now been served to Mr 
      Leckie to which he provided details.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Denham for her report.
18. Village Hall New Build Committee Update
      Cllr Lawrence reported tender letters had been sent to five architects in order so the Committee

      could move on to the next stage.  She stated that a meeting was to be held on 20th May 2017 to 

      consider the responses received.  It was agreed the Clerk and Chairman would look into 

      compiling Financial Regulations for the Committee.  The Chairman closed the meeting in order
      for Margaret Holland, Chairman of The Rebuild Committee to comment.  Margaret raised 
      concerns regarding the kind of bank account the Committee should open as she was aware if a 
      bank goes bust only up to £80,000.00 gets paid back and once grant funding had been received 
      more than this will be held within the account.  It was agreed the Clerk would discuss this 
      matter with Jayne Cole, LCPAS and Heather Heelis, Internal Auditor.  The Chairman thanked 
      Margaret Holland for her comments and reconvened the meeting.
19. Neighbourhood Plan Committee update
      The Chairman reported that a Landscape Appraisal was going to be carried out to which he gave 
      details and confirmed the cost of this would be in the region of £5,000.00.  He stated the cost of 
      the Landscape Appraisal maybe met by the Parish Council and the balance would be taken from 
      the budgeted Earmarked Reserves for the Neighbourhood Plan.

20. Correspondence
       20.1 - Local Plan Review - Invitation to SCDC Discussion Workshops 

       A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to the Planning Committee.  The Chairman 

       confirmed himself and the Clerk would be attending one of these workshops.

21. Open Public Session
      A member of the public stated he felt that the section of the High St going past Wickham Market 
      Post Office should have a 20’s Plenty Scheme implemented.  It was agreed the Clerk would 
      write to SCC in order to ask them to consider this idea.  The Chairman gave details regarding 
      actions to be taken in respect of this stretch of road by the Traffic & Parking Working Group as 
      a result of the recent Public Meeting held.
      Finally, the member of the public thanked the Parish Council for all their hard work carried out.

The Chairman thanked Councillors and members of the public for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 10:15pm

***************************************
The next meeting of Wickham Market Parish Council will be held on 

Monday 17th July 2017 at 7:30pm in Wickham Market Village Hall, Committee Room

Signed:………………………………………… 


Dated:…………………………
PLANNING APPENDIX 
13.1 Applications considered since the last meeting:-
Planning Ref: DC/17/1303/FUL

Address: 1 Vinery Close, Wickham Market

Proposal: Removal of existing conservatory and construction of single storey extension.
The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by SCDC, with 3 Conditions.
Planning Ref: DC/17/1163/TPO

Address: 14 Churchill Crescent, Wickham Market

Proposal: These trees grow together in the rear garden within 10m of the property, adjacent the main road Snowdon Hill and are directly adjacent and over the childrens play area.
T1 the left hand of the two trees.  At some stage in the past the top of this tree has failed and the tree now has a distorted upper crown. The tree is of poor form and has a lean and is weighted towards the main road.  T2 the right hand of the two trees.  This tree has a sparse and slightly un-balanced crown with a lean towards the main road and the neighbouring property.  The trees are not particularly suited for a residential garden and there are smaller more appropriate trees including Laburnum, Prunus and Elm directly adjacent these Pines.  Fell both Pine trees to benefit the adjacent trees.
The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application but recommended that at least two new trees were planted in order to make a more substantial contribution to the amenity of the area.  No decision has been made by SCDC to date.
13.2 Update on existing applications since the last meeting:–
Planning Ref: DC/17/0695/FUL

Address: 3 Broad Rd, Wickham Market

Proposal: Construction of a single storey rear conservatory extension

There were No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by SCDC, with 2 Conditions.

Planning Ref: DC/17/0592/FUL

Address: 47 High St, Wickham Market
Proposal: To remove 40m of Leylandi Hedge which is between 2.3 and 3.0m height and replace it with wooden weather board fencing of between 2.0 and 2.5 m high.

There were No Objections to this application but the Planning Committee recommended the applicant was mindful in respect of the bird nesting season when carrying out this work.  This application has been Granted by SCDC with 2 Conditions.
Planning Ref: DC/17/0339/VOC

Lehmann House, Church Terrace, Wickham Market

Proposal: Proposed extensions & internal alterations including porch, sun room & outbuilding to form office and training space including new and replacement windows, car parking, boundary treatment and landscaping.

The Planning Committee stated they felt these plans had been slightly improved but could not fully support the application as follows:-

· The proposals for parking although improved still appear inadequate given the likely number attending the site.  No strategy appears to have been considered to deal with numbers greater than the car parking spaces available.

· Issues with on street traffic movements to and from the site were raised as no traffic management plan or design and access statement was included with the application.

· Insufficient detail of the design and look of the new building and its impact on the conservation area, the Pightle open space, two trees and the terraced houses in Church Terrace. 
· The remodelling of the road access from the proposed revised parking onto Mill Lane to provide an in and out route was seen as unacceptable and it was felt that a slightly wider single in/out entrance would be the most preferable solution
· The Parish Council have requested more details regarding ambulances and delivery vehicles that will be expected to visit the site to ensure that adequate provision for turning will be created.  
· It was felt at the information provided regarding the maximum no of staff/patients/visitors present at one time was very vague and confusing.
· The proposals will affect some nearby residents whose driveway exits onto Church Terrace and already experience problems regarding access and therefore it was felt the current proposals would only add to these problems.  
· Concerns were raised regarding ongoing flooding issues outside the site on the highway in Mill Lane.

· If additional trees are to be removed it was recommended that reinforced grass could then be implemented within these areas.

· Siting of wheelie bins and plans for other waste have not been included within the plan.

· The land known as The Pightle is soon to be gifted to the Parish Council and some of these proposals would impede access onto this land which is unacceptable as this access necessary for grass cutting machinery to carry out works.

· Two substantial trees currently constrain the construction of the proposed training facility.  It was not clear how these trees would be retained without substantial pruning or complete removal.  The planning committee also stated they felt it would be beneficial if a site meeting was carried out on site with The De-vere Group.
This application has been Granted by SCDC with 8 Conditions.
Planning Ref: DC/16/5390/FUL

Address: 10 Church Terrace, Wickham Market

Proposal: Demolition of existing pre-fab concrete garage and erection of replacement double garage.

There were No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by SCDC with 3 Conditions.

Planning Ref: DC/14/3579/VOC
Address: Parma Industries, 123 High St

Proposal: Variation of condition No 2 - C12/0853 - Erection of 11 residential dwellings (existing buildings to be removed) (Revised scheme)
The Planning Committee were impressed with the original proposals but concerns were raised regarding the new scheme as it was felt it did not offer an attractive boundary to the development.  The existing boundary is as per the retrospective planning application and is not yet acceptable.  The planting in the gardens needs to be enhanced and there needs to be an attractive in keeping edging to the flower beds to prevent the contents spilling out onto the pavements.  The pavements also need reinstating to match the original rather than the concrete that has been patched up and finally whatever edging detail is agreed needs to be carried out to across all four properties.  No decision has been made by SCDC, to date. 
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