WICKHAM MARKET PARISH COUNCIL

       MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM ON MONDAY 18TH JANUARY 2021 AT 7:00M 

Present:
Cllr Ivor French (Chairperson)

Cllr Dick Jenkinson 

Cllr Mike Hawes
Cllr David Chenery

Cllr Robin Cooke



Cllr Emma Lawrence

Cllr Anne Westover




Cllr Lisa Sanders

Cllr Sonya Exton
Cllr Alan Biddle

Cllr John Horsnell
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  County Cllr Alexander Nicoll and District Cllr Carol Poulter.  There were 3 members of the public present.  
The Chairman gave introductions and provided some housekeeping rules and confirmed this meeting would be recorded by the Parish Clerk.
1. Open Public Session
      A member of the public introduced himself to the Parish Council and advised he was

      interested in standing for the Parish Council Co-option, when able.
The Chairman formally opened the meeting at 7:05pm
2.   To receive a report from County Councillor Alexander Nicoll 
      County Cllr Nicoll reported he had recently been delighted to be able to provide some funding 
      towards the tree planting project off Chapel Lane.  Funding was also provided towards the 
      purchase of the defibrillator to be sited in the former BT telephone kiosk at Spring Lane.  He 
      advised subject to COVID-19 restrictions the SCC elections would take place in May 2021.  
      County Cllr Nicoll confirmed he had been heavily involved in matters relating to Sizewell C 
      and paid tribute to those on the Wickham Market SZC Working Group who had also been 
      dealing with these issues.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Nicoll for his report.  Cllr 
      Westover offered thanks to County Cllr Nicoll for his recent grant and confirmed (out of the 
      total 90) new trees had been planted to date.
3.  
To receive a report from District Councillor Carol Poulter

District Cllr Poulter’s report was taken as read.  She paid tribute to the Parish Clerk and 

     
congratulated her on setting up the Zoom telephone/video conferencing so early during the 

     
pandemic to enable meetings to go ahead.  She reported on the COVID-19 vaccination centres 
     
that had recently opened.  Finally, she reported that she was Chairman of ESC’s Community 

     
Partnership and stated she was disappointed that there had been no bids in from Wickham 

     
Market resulting in this funding being centred mostly around Framlingham.  She confirmed 
       there was around £4,000 left in the pot and urged Wickham Market to come forward and bid for 
       some of these funds.  The Chairman thanked District Cllr Poulter for her report.
Cllr Jenkinson asked if she had managed to find out how many Season Tickets had been sold by ESC for the long stay car park.  District Cllr Poulter reported Lewis Boudville had got back to her and confirmed that due to COVID-19 this information was not available.  

District Cllr Poulter asked if the Parish Council attended the SNT police meetings and stated she too would like to attend these meetings, if possible.                                                        Page 50
4.   To receive reports from Liaison Representatives & Working Groups

The Chairman reported on the recent Suffolk Constabulary SNT meeting in which himself and the Parish Clerk had recently attended.  He reported there had been recent damage to the toilets within the long stay car park and confirmed a meeting was to be scheduled with members of the SNT team and a request had been put to SC Norse for the toilets to close earlier, if needed.
4.1 - To receive a report from the Sizewell C Working Group

The Chairman confirmed the Parish Clerk had received a telephone call from Tom McGarry at EDF and advised the invitation for the Parish Council to meet with them regarding representations had now been extended to allow 2 councillors along with himself and the Parish Clerk to attend.  The Chairman suggested that Cllrs Exton and Jenkinson should also attend this meeting.  

Cllr Exton provided an update on recent matters relating to Sizewell C.  Cllr Westover reported the SZC Working Group had sent the Stage 5 Consultation response to EDF in December 2020.   Since then the PINS questionnaire regarding virtual consultation events had been completed by the Clerk with concerns expressed regarding the effectiveness of a virtual examination.  She advised that there may be a further round of consultation further to EDF submitting amendments to the DCO to the Planning Inspectorate.  She advised correspondence had also been received from Dr Dan Poulter, MP who had raised concerns regarding matters relating to the DCO submission.
Cllr Jenkinson reported on matters relating to the draft proposals sent by EDF’s consultants WSP on traffic mitigation options.  Concerns were raised by both Cllrs Westover and Horsnell in respect of these traffic mitigation options.  They both felt that the proposals were lacking practical detail and may not resolve the traffic volume issues.  Cllr Jenkinson confirmed he hoped at the next meeting with EDF there would be a revised scheme. 

Cllr Biddle asked for more information regarding the paper submitted by Arthur Stansfield to ensure the correct route is taken via GPS Sat Nav directions.  Arthur Stansfield provided information and stated the Parish Council must insist that vehicle tracking was carried out and monitored by EDF.  Cllr Jenkinson confirmed this matter would also be discussed at the next meeting with EDF.  Cllr Horsnell congratulated Arthur Stansfield on compiling this document.
The Chairman thanked members of the SZC Working Group for their comments and asked the Parish Council if they were happy for the meeting and suggested attendees with EDF to go ahead in February.  RESOLVED this meeting should go ahead and it was also suggested that a pre-meeting should be held prior to the meeting.  County Cllr Nicoll volunteered to attend this pre-meeting.

5.   To receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Nobbs who is unable to connect via video/telephone conferencing.
6.
To receive Councillors Declarations of Interest
      Cllrs Horsnell and Westover declared a Non-Pecuniary interest as they are plot holders at the 
      Glebe Allotment site.  Cllr Hawes declared a Non-Pecuniary interest as he is a member of WM 

      Bowls Club.  The Chairman declared a Non-Pecuniary interest as his wife is a Trustee of 

      Wickham Market Village Hall CIO.  Cllr Jenkinson declared a Non-Pecuniary interest as he is a 
      member of Wickham Market Partnership.  He also advised from 1st February he would be taking 

      on the role of Chairman of the WM Good Neighbours scheme.
      6.1. To Consider any Dispensations

      None received.
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7.   To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 16th 

      November 2020

      The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th November 2020 were Approved by the 
      Council who RESOLVED that the minutes should be signed by the Chairman when convenient 
      as a true and correct record.
8.   Chairman’s Report

      The Chairman reported there was now 2 possible candidates wishing to stand for co-option.  He 

      stated he would prefer that the Parish Council co-option took place once face to face meetings 

      resumed to enable this to be a fair process.  He suggested in the meantime both candidates could 

      be asked if they would like to join any of the Parish Council Committees or Working Groups.  

      Action – Parish Clerk to write to both candidates.          
9.   Parish Clerk’s Report
      9.1 – Update on defibrillator to be sited in telephone kiosk at Spring Lane

      The Parish Clerk reported she had ordered the defibrillator and hoped this would be installed

      around mid-February 2021.  She confirmed the Parish Council had received funding towards 

      this project from County Cllr Nicoll and would also be applying for some funding from District 

      Cllr Poulter’s ECB fund in March 2021.  Cllr Jenkinson reported the perplex glass did not look 
      in too bad order and felt once the kiosk had been cleaned up it would look in a reasonable state 
      for the equipment to be installed.
10. Outstanding Parish Council Matters
      10.1- Bowls Club & Football Club leases update                 

      Cllr Chenery reported the amended version of the VH CIO’s lease had now been looked at by 

      Andrew Flemming at Blocks and confirmed that himself, the Chairman and the Parish Clerk had 
      now met to go over these comments.  He confirmed the lease would now be sent back to 
     Andrew Flemming for clarification purposes and to request the final lease is completed.
11. Parish Council Matters
      11.1 – Dog Fouling – To consider correspondence received

      Cllr Chenery confirmed he felt this matter should be discussed at the next E & L Committee 

      meeting.  He stated in the short-term action did need to be taken to deter dog owners from not 

      clearing up after their dog.  Cllr Horsnell reported there were adequate dog waste disposal 

      bins on the Simons Cross playing field.  Further to discussion it was suggested that some signs 

      could be erected and a notice should go out via the round robin asking dog owners to clear up 

      after their dog.  Cllr Jenkinson offered to produce a map showing where all the dog bins were 

      sited within the village.

      11.2 – Vehicle Activated Speed Sign – To discuss 

      The Parish Clerk asked for the whereabouts of the VAS sign.  Cllr Jenkinson confirmed the sign 

      was currently being stored within his garage.  The Parish Clerk asked when this would be re-

      sited around the village to deter speeding.  Cllrs Horsnell and Jenkinson stated the process for 

      moving the sign around the village was time consuming and due to lack of volunteers this could 

      not currently take place.  Cllr Horsnell stated he was happy to site the VAS sign in a different 

      location once a month.  Following discussion, it was agreed this matter would be looked into 

      once COVID-19 restrictions had been lifted
12. Finance and Legal Matters
      12.1 – Approval of bi-monthly accounts – November/December 2020
      Bank Balances as at 31st December 2020

      Savings Account - £15,782.19, Current Account - £79,237.12                                                                  Page 52

      A copy of the bi-monthly accounts been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was 

      RESOLVED these should be Approved.
      12.2 – Approval of the completion of the 2019/20 External Audit
      The Parish Clerk confirmed there were no outstanding matters arising from the External Audit      

      but the following comments had been received from PKF Littleton:-
       “The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2019/20 for the exercise of 
       public rights, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 4.  However, as was reported last year, we are aware that 
       it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to this assertion. It has also disclosed that it took 
       appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1,  

       Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct”.
       The Parish Clerk confirmed she had taken these comments into consideration and reported the 

      notice of the completion of the external audit had been published on the noticeboard.     

      RESOLVED the Council Approved completion of the External Audit. 
      12.3 - 3rd Quarter Budget Update

      It was RESOLVED this should be Approved as recommended by the Finance & General 
      Purpose Committee.
      12.4 – To consider and approve the 2021/22 Budget and set the Parish Precept

      A copy of the draft 2021/22 budget had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  

      Cllr Biddle recommended that going forward the Parish Clerk should work permanently from
      home and going forward once COVID-19 restrictions were lifted she would attend the village 

      once a week to hold an open public session.  The Chairman suggested once the COVID-19 

      restrictions had been lifted this matter should be reviewed again.
      RESOLVED that subject to a minor amendment the 2021/22 budget recommended by 
      the Finance & General Purpose Committee be Approved. 
      RESOLVED the Parish Precept would be set at £71,982.73 resulting in a 0% change in 

      the Parish Council’s element on the Council Tax bill.
      The Chairman asked for permission to Suspend Standing Orders to continue the meeting.    

      This was Unanimously Approved by the Council.
      12.5 – To carry out a review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders & Financial 
      Regulations
      A copy of these documents had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The 

      Parish Clerk provided details regarding the changes carried out.  RESOLVED these 
      documents should be adopted by the Council.    
13. Environmental & Leisure Committee update
      Cllr Chenery reported the Village Sign project was on-going and the E & L Committee had 

      agreed at their last meeting the sign would be retained as it is but with the inclusion of the 
      Church Spire.  He confirmed the Simons Cross flooding issue had now been resolved.  Cllr 
      Chenery reported on the proposed Quiet Lanes Scheme and advised that there had been 
      questions asked as to if Chapel Lane would be suitable to be included within the scheme but he 

      had since received confirmation that this lane could still be included.
      Cllr Chenery reported as a result of the Annual Inspection concerns had been raised within the 

      report in respect of parts of the surfacing at the Skate Park and confirmed this matter was being 
      looked into.  Cllr Westover advised that UK Power Networks had contacted her (as Tree 
      Warden) before end of 2020 to advise that they will carry out pollarding to the Holm Oak tree 
      on the Church Pightle as the tree is growing into the electricity transformer.  This work will 
      make a saving for the Parish Council. 
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14. Neighbourhood Plan Committee update

      Cllr Jenkinson reported the draft plan had now been updated to take into consideration points 

      raised by Andrea McMillan at ESC.  Cllr Jenkinson confirmed that confirmation had been 
      received from the landowner at the Old School Farm site that this land could still be included 
     for development and this now meant the Habitats Regulation Assessment could be completed.

15. Finance & General Purpose Committee update
       Cllr Biddle reported the Committee had RESOLVED the following payments at their last 
      meeting:-

      £750.00 for a new soil bunker to be built at the cemetery
      Grant of £250.00 to the Disability Advice Service

      Grant of £300.00 toward the electric charging points for the new Katch bus

16. Planning Committee update (Planning Appendix attached)

      Cllr Sanders reported on the recent Planning Committee meeting held on 21.12.2020 and 

      confirmed no further information or response from ESC had been received in respect of the 
      Pettistree application and the Committee agreed to still Strongly Object.
      Cllr Sanders confirmed the recent application received for 10 Church Terrace had caused 

      concern for some members of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee but the Planning Committee 

      could not find any material planning reasons to object to this application.  Cllr Jenkinson stated 
      within his role of Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee he had been asked to write 
      to the Chairman of the Planning Committee to make them aware of the guidance within in the 
      draft emerging Neighbourhood Plan, ESC’s Local Plan and the Conservation Area Appraisal 
      and could not understand why this guidance had been ignored by the Planning Committee.
     Cllr Sanders reported in her view when this building was originally built the Neighbourhood 

     Plan Committee should have raised these concerns then and stated the Planning Committee 

     would not be working from a draft Neighbourhood Plan when making their decisions and on this 

     occasion apart from one member the Committee could not find any grounds to object.
      Cllr Westover advised that the Planning Committee should consider the relevant SCLP and draft 
      NP polices and the Conservation Area Appraisal for any applications for properties within the 
      Conservation Area.  Cllr Sanders re-iterated the Planning Committee could not find any reasons 
      to object to this application.  The Chairman stated this matter was now in the hands of ESC for a 

      decision to be made in respect of this application.

      Cllr Biddle left the meeting.  

17. Correspondence

      There was none.
18. Date of next meeting
      The next meeting of Wickham Market Parish Council will be held virtually on Monday 15th 

      March 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom.
The Chairman thanked Councillors and members of the public for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:55pm
Signed:………………………………………… 

Dated:………………………    
     Cllr Ivor French, Chairperson 


                                                                                         Page 54
PLANNING APPENDIX 

16. Applications considered  by the Planning Committee since the last meeting:-

Planning Ref: DC/20/3264/FUL 

Address: Land Between High Street and Chapel Lane, Pettistree
Proposal: A phased development comprising Hybrid Planning Application: (i) Full Planning Application - Residential development of 129 dwellings (including affordable housing) together with public open space, roads, accesses, parking, garages, drainage and associated infrastructure; (ii) Outline Planning Application - 7 No. serviced Self Build Plots with associated access and infrastructure.  To consider further plans received.

The Planning Committee Strongly Objected to this planning application, as follows:-

Wickham Market Parish Council's Planning Committee continue to Strongly Object to both planning applications in respect of this site and agree with all the comments made by Pettistree Parish Council especially those regarding sewerage and foul water waste. 
They do not support these planning applications on any grounds including the updated plans and street scenes and feel this is the wrong place for any development as a whole. Public concerns have been made regarding connectivity to the proposed development and those who live in Wickham Place do not wish for the two sites to be connected.   No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
Planning Ref: DC/20/4584/FUL
Proposal: Alterations to the roof of existing domestic garage/workshop
Address: Garage Accessed Via A Private Drive from Broad Road, Wickham Market
The Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
Planning Ref: DC/20/4498/FUL
Proposal: Conversion of existing garage to annexe accommodation First floor: Addition of three roof lights to north facing roof. Removal of north facing access door. Addition of one window to west facing wall. Addition of stud wall to divide proposed bedroom from proposed bathroom. Installation of bathroom. Ground floor: Removal of existing garage doors. Addition of three windows to south facing wall. Addition of brick plinth to match existing plinth. Addition of one window to east facing wall. Addition of two windows to west facing wall. Addition of stud wall to divide proposed living room / bedroom / staircase. Addition of a staircase to access first floor.
Address:10 Church Terrace, Wickham Market  
The Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application but stated they wished to see a covenant put on this property so that if it is sold in the future it should be sold as one property. They also requested there is a limitation on light pollution. The Planning Committee stated they would not support this annexe if it was to be used as an Airbnb Accommodation.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
Planning Ref: DC/20/4703/TCA (second notification)

Proposal: T1 Mature Lime in rear garden – To pollard tree by up to 40% volume

T2 Monterey Cypress – to fell

Address: Snowdon Lodge, Two House Close, High Street, Wickham Market

The Planning Committee Objected to the notification to fell T2 Monterey Cypress in the grounds of Two House Close and supported the pollarding of the T1 Lime tree but requested that a Tree Preservation Order would be appropriate.  This application has been Granted by ESC.

Planning Ref: DC/20/4764/FUL
Proposal: Proposed single storey rear extension and associated internal works to existing dwelling. Current Approved Scheme - DC/18/0932/FUL-Approved 20 April 2018
Address: 3 Featherbroom Gardens, Wickham Market   

The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.                                                                                                                   Page 55
Planning Ref: DC/20/4354/FUL
Address: 68 High Street, Wickham Market
Proposal: Change of use of the First Floor of a Pharmacy (currently used for storage) into a 1-bed dwelling.

The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
Update on existing applications:-

Planning Ref: DC/20/3264/FUL

Address: Land Between High Street & Chapel Lane, Pettistree
Proposal: Hybrid Planning Application: (i) Full Planning Application - Residential development of 129 dwellings (including affordable housing) together with public open space, roads, accesses, parking, garages, drainage and associated infrastructure; (ii) Outline Planning Application - 7 No. serviced Self Build Plots with associated access and infrastructure.
The Parish Council STRONGLY OBJECTED to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.

Planning Ref: DC/20/3313/FUL
Address: Gelham Hall, Gelham Hall Road, Wickham Market  

Proposal: Change of use and conversion of an agricultural barn (which has been granted prior approval under Class Q) and surrounding land to a single residential dwelling with garden and associated landscaping and boundary treatments.
The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application but pointed out to ESC that any bats on the site must not be disturbed.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.

Planning Ref: DC/20/2846/LBC
Address: Gelham Hall, Gelham Hall Road, Wickham Market

Proposal: Listed Building Consent - Replacement front door and retention of works comprising replacement windows and erection of workshop building.

The Planning Committee had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC with 3 Conditions.

Planning Ref: DC/14/3579/VOC
Address: Parma Industries, 123 High St

Proposal: Variation of condition No 2 - C12/0853 - Erection of 11 residential dwellings (existing buildings to be removed) (Revised scheme)
The Planning Committee were impressed with the original proposals but concerns were raised regarding the new scheme as it was felt it did not offer an attractive boundary to the development.  The existing boundary is as per the retrospective planning application and is not yet acceptable.  The planting in the gardens needs to be enhanced and there needs to be an attractive in keeping edging to the flower beds to prevent the contents spilling out onto the pavements.  The pavements also need reinstating to match the original rather than the concrete that has been patched up and finally whatever edging detail is agreed needs to be carried out to across all four properties.  No decision has been made by ESC to date. 
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